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    COVER STORY 

My understanding all along has been that the Central Government has 
had a broad interest in managing controlled growth and protecting 
the future of its farmland (they have a lot of mouths to feed), forests, 
and villager’s rights.  On any given project there are three main players; 
villagers, developers, and local government.  

It has been my impression that, so long as these three are happy, things 
go along as planned.  If, however, the villagers feel they are being taken 
advantage of, the moratorium gives the Central Government the 
authority to step in and shut things down.  By the way, moratoriums 
have historically been in place for a multitude of land uses, not just golf 
courses.

I do know that of most importance is protection of land resources.  We 
always check to see if designated farmland is mapped out on any new 
sites and always try to work around existing settlements.  This, in turn, 
leads to sites that may not be quite relevant for golf construction and I 

I’m a big picture kinda guy. When looking at the current attention 
to a “crackdown” on Golf Development in China, I think one must step 
back and not focus on the details but look at the overall picture.

I have been working in China for the past 17 years and our firm has 
completed some 35 courses. During this period, moratoriums on golf 
course construction have been in place and the implementation of these 
policies have seemed to ebb and flow with periods of “crackdowns” and 
what seemed, at times, like benign neglect.  There have also been stories 
of courses that had started yet were plowed under and reverted to 
farmland, yet, golf has continued its push forward.

Let me make one thing clear; I am certainly no expert in Chinese 
Law, I do not speak much Chinese and I certainly cannot read it.  I am, 
therefore, constantly relying on a gut feeling based upon what I hear 
firsthand and what I can gauge by the amount of business we seem to 
be entertaining.
 

believe most new courses will occur in otherwise unusable land.  From 
the local government point of view, if “badlands” can be converted to an 
economically sound development with no impact to farmland, forests, 
villagers, etc, everybody wins and the Central Government does not 
have to play referee.  

What does this mean for the future of golf?  It is all crystal ball but the 
game has advanced in the country and a number of very good projects 
have had positive impacts on local economies.  As I see it, the genie has 
left the bottle, cats out of the bag, (etc.) and there is no turning back.  

There will be, however, a much better implementation of golf in 
developments and the likelihood of bad business models which harm 
the environment will be curtailed.  

When properly executed, golf development and the open space it brings 
to urban living can be very positive.  I feel strongly that the inclusion of 

CHINA'S
CURRENT
CRACKDOWN ... 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? Brian Curley

Principal
Schmidt-Curley Design

Asian Golf Business turned to a man who has had extensive experience 
in building golf courses in China for his take on the ban. He is Brian Curley, 
Principal with Schmidt-Curley Design, the most active golf course architects 
in China.  Here’s Brian take on what is happening in China.

golf in the Olympics has helped with its perceived credibility and will 
help push an overall acceptance – as long as it does not interfere with 
the priorities of the Central Government’s desire and obligation to 
protect its resources and people.

Unlike other regions of the World where we have worked and 
witnessed dogmatic, archaic enforcement of minute details of legislation, 
China has always seemed much better at viewing things on a broader 
scale when looking at the impact of development.  They, too, seem to 
see the “big picture.”  I certainly can see hiccups along the way but my 
vision of China’s “big picture” includes the game of golf.  It may be more 
controlled and monitored and there will be far less adverse impact to 
resources and property rights but isn’t that what we all want?  

Those of us who hold socially and environmentally conscious attitude 
should embrace this as a welcomed development and see it as good for 
the game.

"Unlike other regions of the World where we have worked and witnessed dogmatic, 
archaic enforcement of minute details of legislation, China has always seemed much better 

at viewing things on a broader scale when looking at the impact of development.  They, 
too, seem to see the “big picture.”  I certainly can see hiccups along the way but my vision of 
China’s “big picture” includes the game of golf.  It may be more controlled and monitored 
and there will be far less adverse impact to resources and property rights but isn’t that 

what we all want?"  
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